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| started teaching at Pioneer on December 2nd, 2004. | had just graduate college, and was thrilled about
coming to Japan to live. | was also quite nervous. After all, at the time, | spoke no Japanese at all, and had
never even lived on my own before. But, in spite of my nervousness, | made the move, and | am so
thankful that | did. Because, the 4 years and 4 months | have spent teaching for Pioneer have been
beyond fantastic. | can honestly say that | could not have asked for a better experience as an English
teacher in Japan.

It has been a great 4 years, but now, I'm afraid my time at Pioneer Language School is coming to a close.
In May of 2008, | applied for a scholarship from the Japanese ministry of education, and after passing two
exams and an interview, | was accepted. So, from April, | will be moving to Tokyo and will become a
student again! | will be studying at the graduate level, with the ultimate goal of completing a Master’s
Degree at Sophia University (L% X%).

Of course, I'm excited, but, I'm also very sad that | will have to leave Pioneer and all of my students
behind. | am extremely grateful to all of the staff and teachers at Pioneer, to all of the parents who have
entrusted their children to my care, and especially to all of my students who have made teaching at
Pioneer such an unforgettable experience. | am so grateful that | will go to Tokyo knowing that | have been
able to make so many wonderful memories during my time at Pioneer Language School. And | certainly
hope that my students will also have some good memories of me as well!

My goal as a teacher has been to improve my students’ English skill, of course. But also, | wanted to show
them that those things called education and learning, which I'm afraid many students see as boring and
dull, are actually fun and exciting, and that if you truly do your best, you can succeed at almost anything,
and that one should never settle for just “so-so.” | don’t know how well I've been able to carry out these
goals, but | hope that all of my students have been able to take something positive away from my classes,
and that they will continue to do their best at Pioneer from now!

Thank you so much for everything. And even though | am leaving Pioneer now, we may meet again
someday, and | truly hope that we do. So, this is not “good bye,” but instead just: See you again!
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